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FADS AND FANCIES IN THE PRACTICE OF 
NEUROLOGY. 

(“ St. Louis Courier of Medicine.”) After briefly re¬ 
viewing the history of the Brown-Sequard treatment, the 
suspension treatment of tabes, and the causation of neu¬ 
rosis by ocular defects and their treatment, Dr. L. Bremer 
says, regarding hypnotism, that it should not be eschewed 
as a therapeutic agent, but should only be employed where 
other means have been exhausted, and by those who are 
well grounded in psychiatry and neuro-pathology. Even 
such an expert should use this mysterious agent with the 
utmost caution. It will not do to dogmatically judge the 
merits and demerits of hypnotism, but our experience with 
it to-day is large enough to limit its uses to functional neu¬ 
roses of an irritable character. He does not regard its use 
justifiable in minor operations, since it is a very dangerous 
procedure in some subjects, acting like the first hypodermic 
of morphine, or the first glass of liquor in the predisposed. 
It unfetters the fire which has been slumbering under the 
cinders, and intensified nerve disturbances rush into chan¬ 
nels which before the hypnotic state were only of a rudi¬ 
mentary existence, and which now afford an easy flux of 
morbid ideas and propensities. A. F. 


PARALDEHYDE IN TETANUS. 

Dr. V. E. Ignatieff (Gazzetta Medica di Roma, 16, 1890) 
proceeding from the experience of Russmant, Nopoffand 
Cervello, according to whom paraldehyde acts upon the 
nerve centres as well as upon the peripheric nerves, the 
writer prescribed it in two cases of tetanus (a boy of fourteen 
years and a woman of twenty-nine). Chloral had already 
been given in large doses without result. Paraldehyde 
was administered by the mouth and rectum, in daily doses 
of 3.75 to 9.40 grammes in the former (95.68 grammes in 
nineteen days), and 15 grammes in the latter case (450 
grammes in thirty days). Both patients recovered com¬ 
pletely. No disagreeable secondary action of the drug 
was observed, which occur so frequently after the adminis¬ 
tration of chloral in large doses. Dr. Tchervinsky com¬ 
municated a case of tetanus to the writer which was also 
successfully treated with paraldehyde. Therefore, the 
author warmly recommends this method of treatment. The 
drug not only causes the convulsions to disappear, but also 
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at the same time diminishes the pain, quiets the patient, 
combats the insomnia and permits the patient to be fed, 
thus giving the organism the possibility of eliminating the 
virus produced by the pathogenic microorganism circu¬ 
lating in the blood. P. and P. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL. 

THE DEGENERATIVE TENDENCIES TRANSMIT¬ 
TED BY DRUNKARDS TO THEIR CHILDREN. 

Dr. L. Grenier has made an important contribution to 
the study of the above subject in his These de Paris. His 
work is based upon 188 cases in which alcoholism was noted 
in the parents. The following are his principal conclusions, 
as given in the “ Gazette Medicale de Paris,” Feb. 7, 1891: 

The pernicious influence of inheritance attains its maxi¬ 
mum when one of the parents is intoxicated at the time of 
conception. 

The children of drunkards show a marked inclination to 
excess in drink. About one-half become drunkards them¬ 
selves. 

The majority of the offspring of drunkards have convul¬ 
sions in early infancy. Epilepsy in the children may be 
taken as presumptive evidence of alcoholism in the parents, 
when it is not the reproduction of the same disease in the 
latter, or the indication of a neuropathic disposition of a 
whole family. 

Because of their unstable mental state, the children of 
drunkards furnish an enormous contingent to insanity. All 
varieties of insanity are found among them. 

Alcoholic insanity is more frequent among the offspring 
of drunkards than among the parents themselves—an addi¬ 
tional proof of intellectual degeneration. 


J. W. B. 



